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SIAM. 

By  A'ict*   t'onsul   Carl   C   Hansen,  Bang-kok,   Sciitenibor  'J. 

Tlie  recently  published  oilicial  customs  returns  for  lianiikok  for 
the  fit-cal  year  ended  March  31,  1918,  show  that  the  value  of  Siain's 
foreign  trade  at  this  port  amounted  to  $35,9ls.T30  in  the  imports 
from  and  to  $45,S0-1,1GS  in  the  exports  to  foreign  countries  during 
that  perit)d.  As  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year,  there  was  a 
gain  of  $3,4ir),-213  in  the  imports  and  of  $855,171  in  the  exports. 
The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  foreign  trade  during  the  year  under 
review  is  further  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  the  last  five  3fears' 
average  was  exceeded  by  $1'J,504,835. 

Participation  in  the  Trade  by  Leading  Countries. 

The  effect  of  the  Avar  on  the  distribution  of  Banglvok's  foreign 
trade  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  INIarch,  31,  11)17  and  1918,  as 
contrasted  with  the  pre-war  fiscal  twelvemonth  ended  March  31, 
1914,  is  shown  in  the  table  following: 


Countries. 


I'nited  States 

Australia 

Austria- Hungary... 

Itel^iuni ". ... 

China 

Cochin-China 

Denmark 

Dutch  Possessions. 

France 

Oermany 

Honc;kni)g 

Indiu 

Italy 

Japiin 

Netherlands 

Ui).%;ia 

Singaport' 

Switzerland 

United  KinKdtini... 
All  other  countries. 


Total. 


Imports  from— 


1913-11  1915-17  1917-lS 


,005,171 

68, 357 

109, C90 

fiOS,  112 

311,  as 
219.95? 
9<»7,  SCvS 
f>t«,428 
,4.>S,SS9 
,375,355 
4.^1,517 
304,  (V).") 
777,. TW 
523,  n;« 
9, 104 
741,ttt.S 
2:<7.029 
2;«.  2fl« 
2I«,()70 


33,591,870 


$1,027,160 

04,500 

410 

14,299 

3,171,990 

2.-7,01fl 

151,14.5 

l,279,05f. 

2i«,0I)8 

i.i.im 

5,974,  174 
4,05S127 

1S.->,041 
2,  UK),  181 

401,  IW 

i,r)3e 

o,041.S94 
107,118 

0,79:).:i73 
312.910 

32,502,487 


$1,775,  .129 

102, 7S7 
2,231 

Z,  l.'iS,  422 
332. 590 
47, 107 

1 ,  •5(>8, 9S2 
208, lOS 


5,4.M,511 

5,760,S93 

,W.  M'i 

2,757,«72 

27I,S9.-i 

20 

fi,  125,  S3<) 

9H.  07.S 

6, 8.W,  854 

3t2,8:l7 

35,918,730 


Exports  to — 


1913-14  1916-17         1917- IS 


$55, 4.")0 

S07 

009,421 

825,779 

123,228 

40,  (H^ 

01,12? 

414,758 

l.")5,5i)4 

2,747,265 

13,771,592 

72i,451 

175. 13'l 

22),  im 

3,  OS),  019 

3,9.-)9 

10,  .530.7.15 

2,901 

2,151.860 

1,015.713 

42,742.523 


$112.. i75 

2,8.39 


2)".,0<a 
113,960 
32'),  795 
747, 175 

ii.irji 


11,719,479 

1,07S,  128 

1.523 

101,075 

195 


24,704,977 


2,000,161 
79?,:?00 


4 1, 9  IS,  997 


814S,.m9 
10,540 


353, 437 

191,1)28 

9),  259 

1,. 317.52) 

4,007 


14,S0S,2« 
1.043,5ij 


202,252 


4,. 33;. 
24,072,335 


l,7»i,7.5.i 
.580,  755 


45,sO«,  158 


Principal  Imports. 

The  following  tahlt^  gives  the  pi-iucipal  artielos  imported  iii(<^ 
Bangkok  and  their  declared  vnhies  tliiring  the  last  two  fiscal  3'eai>. 
For  comi>arison  of  the  trade  bi  fore  and  .sin<*e  the  war  hegan,  the 
figtires  for  the  pre-war  fiscal  twelvemonth  ended  ^larch  31,  1914, 
have  been  adtled. 
041i08*— 1«     r.,Sa 
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Articles. 


Ammunition  and  explosive^ 

Arms 

Art  works 

Itoltiii);,  ir.arhlno 

llicvi'li'H  and  p;irts 

Ulscuito 

lirx'iti  moiiulocturcv 

larriagcs,  etc 

I'oincnt 

Clieinirals  and  inrdicincs 

China  and  cartlicnwarc *.  — 

("locks  and  watdiCii,  etc 

I'lotliiiip,  articles  of 

t'oal  and  coke 

("oppcr  and  copper  ware 

ConiaKO,  twine,  etc 

Cotton  poods 

Cntlorv  (except  tools) 

nvestiifls 

Electrical  poods  and  apparatus 

Kmbroidcries,  laco,  etc 

Enamel  ware 

FLsli: 

Canned 

All  otlicr 

Klour 

Olass  and  crystal  ware 

Gold  leaf...". 

< lunny  baps 

1  lats  and  caps 

Hemp  inanufactiircs,  other  than  cordage 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Bars,  sections,  etc 

Galvanized  slicets,  plain  or  corrugated 

Iron  or  sf ccl  sheets  and  plates 

>Ia(-hinery— 

Marine 

Milling 

Other,  and  parts 

Nails,  rivets,  etc 

Railway  material 

Railway  cars,  trucks,  etc 

Wire,  and  manufactures  of 

Other 

Jewelrv: 

Cto'ld  and  silver  ware  (Including  plated  ware) 

Trecious  stones: 

Set 

Unset 

I.4^mps  and  parts 

Leather  manufactures: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Matches 

Matting  and  rattan  goods 

Af eat,  preserved 

Milk,  canned 

Motor  cars  and  parts 

Motor  cycler? 

Muslcallnstrumer.ts 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Lubricating 

Oilcloth,  etc 

Opium 

I'aintcr's  colors 

Paper  and  manufactures  of:  Bcoks,  etc 

I'erfnmery  and  cosmetics 

Rubber  goods 

Silk  and  manufactiu-es: 

Piece  goods 

Raw 

Other 

Soap 

Spices  and  condiments 

Sporting  goods  and  games 

Statlonerv  other  than  paper 

Sugar  and  molasses 

Tea 

'nies 

Tobacco  and  manufactures 

Treasure,  gold  coin,  et-c , 

Umbrellas 

Varnish 

Vegetables,  dried 

Wa.x 

Wine,  beer,  spirits,  etc 


U&,M2 

19,007 

£8,430 

35, 128 

01,4(H 

121,907 

284, 124 

C,  167 

25'J,89r> 

4S7, 513 

457,01(5 

77,117 

72,000 

ir'^,(0*i 

(8,5t>9 

140,119 

,752,8S<5 

79, 57« 

70,  (I*! 

415,851 

207. 122 
1M,075 

119,057 
201,738 
IW.SCC 
UK),  303 
,  52?t,  352 
,711,124 
255,555 
122,479 

194,801 
306,378 
33, 109 

110,801 

«I,78S 
554,022 
113,3S-1 
590,40-1 
S^,873 
37,430 
503, 9C3 

215,952 

37, 770 
.?03,411 
145,999 

55.S23 
lSi;090 
300, 027 
420,922 
51S,373 
12.\.302 
2-!  1,039 
9, 0-10 

?1.4.«9 

874. 123 
407, 503 

4 1,. 379 
S27,  .530 
127, "Oo 
421,300 
l.>'^,r.95 
119,.':-0S 

,251,204 

107,  .302 
110, 4.50 
203,800 

24, 437 

(■*;,  3rX) 
,2.«0,392 
297,  700 

:!9, 2SS 

028,077 

,122,482 

]8s,:;o5 

14,914 
338, 538 

.54, 134 

:ii,2:u 


«5,537 

8.57 

819 

f 0,472 

39,478 

lf)S,t39 

192,881 

15,026 

8.»,447 

(48,520 

432,241 

81,970 

112,349 

31.7, 937 

39,  W3 

193,312 

0,  COS,  545 

57,253 

87,  zm 

310, 348 

100,775 

110,2C0 

59, 148 

302,896 

212,307 

220,921 

1,(X.2,825 

1,<'.8;{,013 

235,748 

(.7,410 

341,133 
(V4,987 
(J2,407 

78,733 

2,810 

439, 978 

09, 137 
137,183 
192, 487 
183,750 
390, 020 

108,240 

40,344 
228,982 
110,250 

58, 148 
2.58,310 
501,004 
421, 0.55 

52, 125 

118,:542 

211,092 

7,905 

25, 104 

1,312,289 
100, 7.53 
32,270 

1,02.'),  049 
211,702 
(•03. 451 
201,959 
105,081 

1,115,121 

45, 702 
120,  \m 
1,'i.s,  209 
238,  .505 

92, 72:1 

100,295 

],2in,429 

2<J5, 071 

29,  .\35 
829, 098 
230, 98.8 
150,950 

15,  .599 
414,843 

40,415 
837, 874 


1B17-18 

«S4,ees 

2,S29 

29,000 

97,494 

33,213 

21,882 

182,943 

9, 705 

92,817 

05^1, 179 

339,329 

S<i,870 

103,508 

545,073 

49,708 

281,122 

8,979,420 

90, 489 

59,020 

307,371 

112,389 

75,561 

18,800 
351,800 
284,552 
194,350 
1,2(^,280 
2,304,389 
243,070 
08,34(5 

241,979 
38, -589 

86,774 

37,404 

3,093 

242,722 

01,323 

11,411 

24,904 

197, 570 

371,923 

40, 570 

.38,998 
70,642 
03,087 

49, 3  W 
235,981 
.501,124 
4t^,  812 

37, 133 
148,971 
1.52, 823 

19,364 

19,  .505 

1,581,001 
116,063 
20,807 

2,013,424 
141,437 
557,530 
177,910 
106,800 

1,020,507 
109,371 
10;<,371 
227, 400 
170,050 
100,691 

91,411 
1.52, 50S 
315,478 

22.001 
801,rk,55 

99,  S74 
139,023 

22,244 
431,237 

08,904 
794,739 


SIAM. 


Articles. 


Wood  and  manufactures: 

T'lanUs,  etc 

riirnitinc 

Other  manufactures. . 

^^'()oleIl  Kood ■! 

Yiirn,  ruitan: 

White 

Colored  — 

Tiirkcv  red 

Other 

Zinc  and  manufiw:turcs 

Another  artides 


Total 3i,  591, 870 


1913-U 


5302 
12V, 

i.y>. 


338, 543 


130, 

CO. 
2, 772, 


191G-17 


S255, 751 
49,721 
.59,  70J 
129.331; 

300, 9C0 

r.1,.595 

202, 1H5 

32,  S30 

3,f)93,83;{ 

32,  .502, 487 


$176, 154 
2?,  tm 
(V2,  KS9 
112,492 

CO  1, 409 

89, 7fi7 

5C>(i,33S 

37,  .33  5 

4, 051,. 579 

15,918,730 


Statistical  information  is  not  yet  available  for  Siam's  trans- 
frontier tr:itk  or  for  otlier  ports  than  Ban<jkok.  An  official  state- 
ment admits,  however,  tliat  imporls  and  exports  in  the  aggregate 
amount  to  about  20  per  cent  of  those  passing  through  liaiigkok. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the 
imports  was  considerably  the  best  on  record,  but  taken  separately  the 
items  that  showed  marked  increase  were  comparatively  few,  and 
advance  in  value  rathor  than  increase  in  volume  accounted  for  the 
addition  in  import  value.  The  chief  articles  showing  increase  were: 
Cotton  ffoods,  a  gain  of  $2,470,875;  cutlery.  $'50,230;  gold  leaf, 
$202.4557  gunny  bag.'^,  $321,376;  machine  belting,  $31,022';  mineral 
oil,  $208,715;  opium,  $1)87,775;  yarn,  $629,774.  The  imports  of 
iron  and  steel  manufactures  declined  from  $521,521  in  1916-17  to 
$283,219  in  1917-18  in  machinery,  and  from  $1,038,815  to  $1,308,281, 
respectively,  in  other  metal  goods.  The  decline  in  both  instances  was 
due  to  difficulty  in  getting  shipment  from  abroad. 

Principal  Exports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  exports  from  Siam  for 
1913-14,  1910-17,  and  1917-18: 


Articles. 


Armadillo  skins 

Bone-s 

Cardamons 

Copra 

Cotton 

Damar 

Fish 

GamboRc 

Gum  benzoin 

Hides  and  skins 

Horns 

Lac,  stick  or  crude 

Mussels 

Pepper 

Precious  stones  (including  reexport) . 

Rice  and  paddy 

Rubber 

Salt . 


Silk  and  manufactures: 

Piece  goods 

Raw 

Wolfram  (tungsten)  ore. 

Wood: 
Teak. 


Apila  and  other". 


All  other  articles. 


Total 42, 742,  .523 


1913-14 


30 


$11,315 

5.901 

44. 128 

2.  OOS 

11(5,283 

2,ss'.) 

OOr.,  173 

13. 147 

11.888 

908.017 

50.070 

173.907 

013,378 

318  704 

177. 1.39 

51H,f.S7 

33.131 

43, 253 

345,102 

130, 088 

395 

,9.52,210 
27S  313 
517.  tV?! 


1916-17 


$12,066 

8.990 

82, 462 

581 

32. 589 

15, 718 

557. 530 

38,210 

1,087 

900. 979 

31.786 

273, 101 

177,006 

221,077 

218, 20.5 

36,987.188 

12,671 

83,005 

439,422 
211,212 
59,901 

1,S79. 174 

539. 8!r> 

2. 103, 792 


44,948,997 


1917-18 


$11,605 

6. 648 

73, 988 

352 

31. 342 

5.077 

426.343 

81. 172 

3,, 857 

915. 123 

22.990 

171.105 

229,016 

308.010 

185, 651 

36, 208, 813 

13.228 

118,228 

5.57. 189 

225,  154 

16, 487 

2.037,3.56 

491),  973 

3,602.%l 


45,804,168 


While  the  total  value  of  Siam's  exports  to  foreign  ccnnitries  dur- 
ing 1917-18  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year,  there  wa.s,  however,  a 
decline  in  the  export  of  rice,  the  leading  product  of  the  country, 
amounting  to  1,039,448  piculs,  althougli  the  average  of  the  last  five 
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years  of  IT.JnMJ^.")  piculs  was  oxcecdod  liy  1,4:31,411)  piculs  (1  picul 
c(Hi:j1s  1',V.V^  poMiuls).  The.  tcakwood  exports  increased  fioiu  44,735 
tons,  valued  at  $1,879,174.  in  li)l«'.-17,  to  44,825  tons,  value  $2,037,356, 
in  li)l7-lS. 

Trade  in  Foodstuffs. 

Siani's  imports  from  forcijrn  countries  of  foodstulFs  and  nonalco- 
holic l)evera<rcs  were  Aalued  at  $4.il05,Gll  in  11)17-18  and  $4,197,304  in 
1910-17,  as  onipared  with  $4,488,272  in  the  pre-war  year  1913-14. 
Very  few  of  the  food  products  represented  by  these  fisfures  are  pro- 
duced locally,  and  under  normal  conditions  the  demand  for  such  food- 
stuffs will  be  nuich  au<>;mented,  especially  those  given  in  the  table 
which  follows.  Tn  return  this  country  is  able  to  furnish  for  the 
world's  market  large  quantities  of  an  excellent  quality  of  rice,  which 
may  be  grown  in  practically  unlimited  amounts  when  iho  systems  of 
irrigation  now  under  construction  are  completed. 

The  quantities  of  the  principal  foodstuffs  imported  into  and  ex- 
ported from  Siam  were  as  follows  for  the  years  given : 


Foodstuils. 


1913-14 


1916-17 


1917-18 


ISirORTS. 

Biscuits kilo6 

Duttpr do.. 

Cereals do.. 

Choose do. . 

Fish: 

Sardines,  canned do. . 

Salmon,  canned do. . 

Flour do.. 

Meat,  preserved do. . 

Milk,  canned do. . 

Molasses do. . 

Spices  and  condiments do. . 

Sugar do.. 

Tea do.. 

Vegetables,  dried do. . 

EXPORTS.  . 

Cardamoms tons 

Cc^ra do.. 

Fish do.. 

Mussels,  dried do. . 

Peppor do. . 

Eice  and  paddy do. . 


53.5, 29G 

327,872 

41, 469 

36,454 

107,426 

129.212 

11,893 

6.639 

96,581 

33,675 

481,756 

102.629 

3,950,186 

2,833,248 

98,947 

73,770 

803,892 

.'524,510 

6,384,051 

10,007,074 

3,498,515 

3,723,584 

>0, 545, 101 

10,595,230 

619,454 

648.038 

4,981,767 

5,186,444 

136 

183 

41 

13 

15,262 

12,880 

2,169 

1,765 

1,284 

976 

1,314,858 

1,318,966 

57, 4oe 

42,614 

150,655 

5,029 

6,314 

8,570 

3,074,921 

48,627 

429, 292 

9,658,430 

2, 092. 387 

13, 922, 429 

597, 776 

4,247,574 

lao 
g 

13,268 

2,226 

1,619 

1,249,676 


Articles  Imported  from  the  United  StateB. 

The  direct  imports  into  Siam  from  the  United  States  and  their 
value  during  the  fiscal  j'cars  ended  March  31,  191G  and  1917,  are 
sliown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

Bicycles i 

Biscuits 

Boots  and  slices 

Chemirals  and  medicines. . 

Cigarettes 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts. 

Cotton  goods 

Cutlery 

Electricalgoods  and  apparatus 

Fish,  tanned 

Flour 

FoodstulTs  n.  e.  s 

f  ila.'ss  manufacture! 

Iiistriunents,  scicntifie 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leather  and  dres.sed  skins... 

LiibriratinK  oil 

Machinery 

Machine  lieltiog 

Metal  manufactures 


1916-17 


S190 

2 

2. 0-'l 

37;338 

330,30:^ 

8,378 

14,225 

4,103 

64,  .'592 

3,791 

9,887 

16,I.S2 

7,128 

3,830 

9.514 

384 

41,59<i 

224,795 

12,280 

223,214 


1917-lS 


f545 
2,317 
3,9i2 

43,206 
246,096 

10,502 
8.335 
6,710 

f  S,  lot 
1,470 
4,37S 

21,2J9 
4,28^^ 
3, 799 

13.110 
2,136 

38,096 

89, 7S1 

6,209 

345,015 


Articles. 

Milk,  canned 

Mineral  oil 

Motor  cars  and  parts 

Motor  cycles 

Paints 

Paper  and  manufactures 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Photographic  goods 

Railroad  material  and  trucks 

Kubber  goods 

Sewing  machines 

Soap 

Sporting  goods  and  games... 

Stationery 

Tools,  other  than  machine. . . 

AVood  manufactures 

Zinc 

-Ml  other  articles 

Total 


191&-17 


«2,594 

219,410 

155,877 

2,274 

5,946 

8,,S43 

2,208 

4,394 

2,943 

11.002 

21,121 

958 

3. 462 

5, 225 

KKI.  S92 

5.748 

7,360 

f2.34S 


1,627,166 


1917-18 


1,775,529 


SIAM.  § 

The  foregoing  table  shows  that  there  was  considerable  fluctuation 
in  value  of  the  various  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  dur- 
ing 1917-18  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Among  the  items 
which  showed  substantial  increase  over  those  in  lOlG-lT  were:  Metal 
manufactures  with  a  gain  of  $121,801;  mineral  oil,  $::J6r),427;  chemi- 
cals and  medicines,  $5,8G8;  lamps  and  parls,  $3,590;  canned  milk, 
$4,408;  railway  materials  and  trucks,  $7,775.  Decrease  in  the  im- 
ports of  a  numl)er  of  other  articles,  however,  reduced  the  aggregate 
gain  to  $148,3()3  for  the  year. 

American  Trade  with  Siam  Increasing. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1913-14  the  value  of  the  American  goods  im- 
ported direct  into  Siam  passed  for  the  first  time  the  million-dollar 
mark,  reaching  $1,0GG,171,  as  compared  Avith  $74G,0G2  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  figures  for  the  next  three  years  were  $1,041,893  in 
1914-15;  $1,135,883  in  1915-16;  $1,G27,1G6  in  191G-17.  During  the 
year  under  i-eview,  however,  all  previous  records  were  exceeded  by  a 
total  of  $1,775,529  worth  of  imports,  and  this  result  may  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory  inasmuch  as  the  same  drawbacks,  to  which  attention 
was  called  in  last  year's  report,  continued  to  operate  throughout  the 
year.  The  commercial  reading  room  attached  to  the  consulate  was 
visited  by  a  great  manj^  Siamese  merchants  and  other  inquirers  for 
American  manufactures,  and  further  interest  was  also  shown  during 
the  year  by  the  sending  of  a  number  of  Siamese  students  to  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  completing  their  education  in  the 
mechanical  arts,  especially  those  relating  to  engineering  and  rail- 
ways. On  the  other  hand  American  manufacturers  and  exporters, 
as  well  as  importers  of  oriental  products  showed  their  continued  in- 
terest in  entering  into  closer  trade  relations  with  this  country  by 
sending  experienced  commercial  representatives  and  by  the  making 
of  extended  trade  inquiries  through  letters  sent  to  the  consulate. 

The  future  development  of  the  United  States  trade  with  Siam, 
however,  will  be  dependent  largely  on  the  progress  made  in  securing 
better  shipping  facilities.  Direct  sailings  between  the  United  States 
and  Siam'  may  not  be  practical,  but  shipments  for  Siam  might  be 
carried  by  American  liners  to  Manila  for  transshipment  to  Bangkok 
in  smaller  vessels.  It  is  likely  that  a  line  of  steamers  of  about  1,500 
tons  each  for  the  run  betAveen  Manila  and  Bangkok  could  be  operated 
on  a  paying  basis.  Starting  from  Manila,  calls  Avould  be  made  at 
Hongkong  and  Saigon.  Avhile  at  Bangkok  a  full  cargo  might  easily 
be  secured  for  tlie  direct  return  to  Manila.  More  than  1,000,000  tons 
of  rice,  about  45,000  tons  of  teakAvood,  and  an  unknoAvn  quantit}'  of 
other  native  products  are  shipped  yearly  from  Bangkok,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  this  cargo  goes  to  Hongkong  and  Singapore  and 
other  oriental  ports  for  transshipment  to  the  ITnited  States,  to 
Central  and  South  America,  and  to  Europe.  A  full  share  of  this 
freight  could  readily  be  secured  for  shipment  to  iNIanila,  and  finally 
be  carried  by  other  American  ships  to  its  ultimate  destination. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  declared  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the 
consulate  at  Bangkok  for  shipn^ent  to  the  Ignited  States  for  the  fiscal 
years  191G-17  and  1917-18  are  shown  in  (he  following  table: 
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Articles. 


( !  nmbo^ 

C  ;::n  hcnzoln 

f ;  urn  damar 

Hides 

1-ac,  stiek  or  crude 

I'opjier,  while 

Hire 

S;ipphires 

Ttmcsl  eu  ore 

AVood: 

Cedar  loir? 

IJosewood,  phinVc:; 

Yaun.  iJiinks 

Teak  s(ni.«res  and  ploiiks. 
A 11  other  arlit-les 


Total. 


1910-17 


Pounds.      Value. 


593 


79,6<15 
117,7.-.G 
78.549 


S50I 


19,997 
17,249 
15,095 


131,040         09,462 


45,  \m 
1,547 


1C9,0:0 


1917-18 


I'ounds. 

Value. 

9,516 

813, 0S5 

4,800 

3,i50 

203,007 

1,019 

913 

46,285 

302,400 
'  44,'866 


12, 124 

1,221 

22. 100 

529 

1(M 

27;{ 

95, 226 

7,207 


200,110 


It  is  uncler.stoocl  that  the  shipments  of  Siamese  products  to  the 
United  States  during  the  year  under  review  were  much  curtailed 
owing  to  the  hick  of  cargo  space,  and  also  to  war-time  transship- 
ment difficulties  at  the  British  ports  of  Hongkong  and  Singapore. 

The  shipments  of  wood  to  the  United  States  during  last  year 
should  be  of  considerable  interest  to  American  makers  of  art  furni- 
ture. Besides,  there  are  a  number  of  woods  of  exceptional  value 
available,  the  export  of  which  has  hitherto  been  confined  to  China 
and  Japan. 

There  were  no  shipments  from  Siam  to  the  American  insular  pos- 
sessions for  the  fiscal  year  1917-18. 
Progress  in  Railway  Traffic. 

Beginning  Avitli  July  1  of  this  year  through  passenger  service 
was  begun  between  Bangkok  -and  Penang  in  the  British  Federated 
Malay  States,  so  that  now  the  latter  place  may  be  reached  from 
Bangkok  in  three  days  and  Bangkok  from  Penang  in  four  days. 
This  new  passenger  route  is  of  considerable  interest  to  couimercial 
travelers  not  only  because  of  the  quicker  transit  afforded  to  Bang- 
kok but  also  for  the  opportunity  given  for  visiting  new  commercial 
centers  in  the  now  rapidly  developing  Siamese  INlalay  Peninsula. 

During  the  year  under  review  great  shortage  of  rolling  stock  and 
of  construction  material  was  reported  on  both  the  Southern  and  the 
Northern  State  Kailway  lines.  On  each  of  these  lines  the  rate  on 
passenger  traffic  was  rai.sed  20  per  cent  owing  to  the  advance  in  price 
of  railway  material  received  from  abroad  and  to  increased  mainte- 
nance expenses. 

Of  the  private  railroads,  the  Paknam  Railway  Co.  (Ltd.)  reported 
a  dividend  of  22  per  cent  and  the  Meklong  Kailway  Co.  (Ltd.)  of  4 
l)er  cent  for  1917. 
Financial  Conditions — Opportunity  for  American  Bank. 

In  the  budget  estimates  for  the  Kingdom  of  Siam  for  1918-19  (ho 
ordinary  revenue  has  been  placed  at  73,125,896  ticals  ($27,056,581) 
and  the  estimated  expenditures  are  covered  by  the  same  figures.  To 
meet  the  extraordinary  expenditures  18,011,935  ticals  ($6,664,416) 
will  be  provided  from  the  treasur}^  reserve,  and  from  loan  and  sink- 
ing; funds. 
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The  local  exchange  quotations  for  the  Siamese  silver  tical  at  Bang- 
kok on  August  12,  1918,  Avere:  On  Ne^v  York  bank  bills,  demand 
U.  S.  gold  0.3G;  on  London,  IG  8/8;  and  on  Paris,  205.  The  equiva- 
lent of  exchange  demand  London  in  Siamese  currency:  £1  =  13.08 
ticals.  The  value  of  Siamese  currencv  notes  in  circulation  up  to 
July  31,  1018,  was  63,970.395  ticals  ($23,071,266)  and  the  reserves  at 
the  same  date  amounted  to  17,524,686  ticals ($0,484,134)  in  coin  and 
46,451,708  ticals  ($17,187,132)  in  investments. 

The  gold  standard  reserve  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  exchange 
amounted  to  £1,222,147  ($5,947,578)  up  to  June  30,  1918. 

The  Siamese  Treasury  Savings  Bank,  which  was  organized  by  the 
Government  about  five  j'ears  ago  with  the  object  of  encouraging 
thrift  among  the  people,  received  a  total  of  1,043,824  ticals  ($386,215) 
on  deposit  during  1916-17,  an  increase  of  about  100  per  cent  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

The  foreign  banking  interests  in  Bangkok  are  represented  by  two 
British  and  one  French  bank  and  a  number  of  agencies,  all  of  which 
appear  to  be  doing  an  excellent  business.  Up  to  the  present  time, 
American  banking  facilities  in  this  country  have  been  limited  to  an 
agency  placed  with  one  of  the  local  banks,  but  this  arrangement  now 
seems  to  be  wholly  inadequate  in  view  of  the  yearly  increasing  trade 
between  tlie  respective  countries,  the  prospective  extension  of  xVmeri- 
can  business  interests  in  many  directions,  and  the  possible  American 
shipping  connections  with  Bangkok.  This  consulate  will  be  glad 
to  secure  any  data  relating  to  the  subject  that  may  be  re({uired  by 
interested  American  bankers. 

Education — Public  Healtli. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  education  of  girls  by  opening 
schools  for  women  teachers.  The  system  of  secondary  education  has 
been  remodeled  so  that  Siamese  students  now  may  be  admitted  with- 
out preliminary  extrance  examinations  into  mam''  of  the  universities 
of  the  United  States  and  England,  and  the  colleges  in  Bangkok  have 
also  been  amalgamated  into  a  universit}'  to  provide  instruction  in 
the  higher  branches  of  education. 

The  American  mission  schools  have  been  doing  a  splendid  work  in 
the  education  of  Siam's  youth  and  are  now  crowded  with  students. 
Two  of  these  schools — the  Christian  College  at  Bangkok  and  the 
Prince  Royal  College  at  Chiengmai — are  famous  througliout  the 
Kingdom  for  the  excellence  of  their  educational  work. 

Public  health  and  welfare  has  been  advanced  during  the  year  by 
extending  the  operation  of  sanitary  regulations  to  several  towns  in 
the  Provinces.  Two  American  doctors  are  nov:  in  the  Siamese  saiii- 
tary  service.  Dr.  M.  E.  Barnes,  of  the  Liternational  Health  Board 
of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  has  successful^  continued  his  work 
in  cooperation  with  the  Siamese  health  office  for  the  eradication  and 
control  of  hookworm.  The  American  medical  men  serving  in  the 
mission  hospitals  throughout  the  country  have  worked  earnestly 
during  the  year  in  the  relief  of  suffering,  and  the  Siamese  people  at 
every  opportunity  show  their  high  appreciation  of  these  acts  of 
good  will  on  the  part  of  the  American  people.  The  work  for  the 
relief  of  lepers,  which  was  begun  some  years  ago  by  Dr.  J.  W. 
McKean,  of  the  American  mission  in  northern  Siam,  has  been  appre- 
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eia((M]  hy  tlio  Sinmoso  (lOvorniiuMif,  nnO   couli-il)nli<jns  toward  the 
ninniii<;  oxpeiises  have  hi'oii  iimuIc  duriu^'  tlic  year. 

Agriculture — Mining. 

Extensivo  lloodinij:  of  (ho  low-lyiiijjj  jdaius  of  soiilhcni  Siaiii  in 
Octoboi"  of  la.st  year  caused  con.si(k'raljIe  daniii<;<',  to  the  «j;r(nviii<^  rice, 
but  ollicial  fii^uies  ^ivinji:  the  total  decrease  in  rice  prochiction  for 
the  .'-easoii  luive  not  yet  been  made  i)ublic.  A  moderate  estimate 
phices  the  K)ss  at  about  30  per  cent  of  an  average  season's  crop.  The 
total  yield  of  paddy  for  the  fiscal  year  1915-lG  was  4.408.1)05  short 
tons,  and  represents  a  fair  annual  averase.  The  total  anioimt  of 
rice  shipped  to  foreio;n  countries  during  1017-18  was  l,'24l),()7G  tons, 
a  decrease  of  (')0,'20()  tons,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
work  on  the  comprehensive  scheme  irrigati<m  which  was  begun  about 
three  years  ago  is  proceeding  satisfactorily,  excavation  being  carried 
on  by  Amei'ican  dredging  machinery  under  the  supervision  of  Ameri- 
can engineers. 

The  completion  of  the  Siamese  Southern  Railway  extension  has 
directed  considerable  attention  to  the  mineral-bearing  area  trav- 
ersed by  this  railwa3\  The  Siamese  Royal  Department  of  Mines 
issued  80  mining  leases  during  the  past  year,  and  it  is  reported  that 
Australian,  French,  and  Danish  companies  have  secured  valuable 
concessions.  The  total  output  of  metallic  tin  during  the  vear 
amounted  to  about  142.000  piculs  (9,4GG  short  tons),  and  12.000 
piculs  (800  tons)  of  tungsten  ore  were  also  recovered.  There  has 
been  no  activity  in  the  mining  of  other  metals  during  the  year. 

Shipping  Statistics. 

Ban-ing  the  entire  elimination  of  German  interests,  the  shipping 
at  the  port  of  Bangkok  has  undergone  no  marked  changes  during  the 
war.  The  number  of  vessels  cleared  inwards  during  1017-18  was 
1.009  of  79G.232  tons,  against  1,0G4  vessels  of  855,021  tons  in  191G-17, 
808  of  805,038  tons  in  191-1-15,  and  914  of  895,204  tons  in  the  pre- 
war fiscal  year  1913-14.  Among  the  ships  that  cleared  inwards  dur- 
ing 1913-14  were  201  German  vessels,  321  Norwegian,  120  British, 
7  Japanese,  and  33  Dutch;  while  for  the  year  under  review  the  Ger- 
man ships  disappeared,  Norwegian  vessels  de/'reased  to  287,  and  the 
number  of  British  ships  increased  to  215,  the  Jai)anese  to  82,  and  the 
Dutch  to  45.  Of  the  1,009  vessels  that  called  during  1917-18  at 
Bangkok  833  came  from  Singapore  and  Hongkong,  and  about  the 
same  number  left  Bangkok  for  those  ports.  There  were  no  sailings 
of  American  ships  between  the  United  States  and  Siam  during  the 
year,  but  three  calls  were  made  at  Bangkok  b}^  an  American-owned 
ship  trading  at  a  local  ])ort. 
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